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...Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright...
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...Faithful friends who are dear to us
Gather near to us once more...

Hymn
Welcome
Mary McGrath - Chairperson, A Little Lifetime Foundation
Opening Prayer

READING (PSALM 139:13-18)
Lord, you created my innermost self, knit me together in my mother’s
womb. For so many marvels, I thank you; a wonder and all your works
are wonderful. You knew me through and through, my being held no
secrets from you, when I was being formed in secret, textured in the
depths of my womb. Your eyes could see my embryo, in your book all
my days were inscribed, every one that is fixed is there. How hard for
me to grasp your thoughts, how many God there are. If I could count
them, they are more than the grains of sands; if I come to an end, I
am still with you.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

...O Star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright...

GOSPEL
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark (10-13:16)
People were bringing little children to Jesus, for Him to touch them.
The disciples turned them away, but when Jesus saw this He was
indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me, do not
stop them, for it is to such as these the Kingdom of God belongs. I tell
you solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the Kingdom of God like
a little child will never enter it.” Then He put his arm around them,
laid his hand on them and gave them his blessing.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Address – Archbishop Dermot Farrell

Hymn

...Christmas Eve will find me
Where the love light gleams...

PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS
Prayer for Mothers
We pray for all mothers who have known the joy of life within them
and the despair of losing that life. We pray for recently bereaved
mothers, who are starting off on their journey in loss. We remember
the thousands of mothers whose babies died many years ago. We
acknowledge their silent and unrecognised grief. Bring peace to the
grieving hearts of mothers.
Lord Hear Us
Lord Graciously Hear Us
Prayer for Fathers
We remember the fathers who are remembering their son or daughter.
We acknowledge their loss and pain. We remember fathers bereaved
a long time ago at a very different time and when there was little or
no understanding of their loss. We hope that this service will bring
healing and comfort as we share in the memory of their children.
Lord Hear Us
Lord Graciously Hear Us
Prayer for Families
Let us remember in a special way the brothers, sisters, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins of the babies who are being celebrated here
tonight. We acknowledge their loss and ask for healing for them.
Lord Hear Us
Lord Graciously Hear Us

...And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night...

PRESENTATION OF CANDLES
A SPECIAL MOMENT IN CANDLELIGHT
Silent Night
GUEST SPEAKER – Dr Peter Hanlon, Bereavement Therapist
THANK YOU – Mary McGrath
FINAL BLESSING - Archbishop Dermot Farrell
HYMN

....A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn...

Our thanks to everyone who has taken part in this service and made it
so special.
His Grace, Most Rev. Archbishop Dermot Farrell, Archbishop of Dublin
Fr Martin Dolan, Administrator of the Parish of St. Nicholas of Myra,
Francis Street
Kathryn Nea, Musician
Dr Peter Hanlon, Bereavement Therapist
All the parents, family members and friends who participated
Rita Kavanagh, the Parish Team and all at St. Nicholas of Myra Church
Thanks to Fr Dolan for the use of his images in this Order of Service.
We know that many of you find this time of year difficult in your
journey and the Covid-19 situation has made it even more challenging.
Please remember that we are hear to support you. Please get in touch if
you need advice and support.
18 Orion Business Campus, Ballycoolin,
Blanchardstown, Dublin 15. D15 HD91
Tel: 01-8820930
Email: info@alittlelifetime.ie
www.alittlelifetime.ie

We wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas.
Thank you for joining us at this special celebration.
We hope we will see you all in person next year.

